Journal to Stella

LETTER XXIV

told you this yesterday; but the publick news may tell it
you. The queen, for all her favour, has kept a rod for him
in her closet this week; I suppose he will take it from her
though in a day or two.2 At eight o'clock this evening it
rained prodigiously, as it did from five; however I set out,
and in half way the rain lessened, and I got home, but
tolerably wet; and this is the first wet walk I have had in
a month's time that I am here: but however I got to bed,
after a short visit to Atterbury.
25. It rained this morning, and I went to town by
water; and Ford and I dined with Mr. Lewis by appoint-
ment.   I ordered Patrick to bring my gown and periwig
to Mr. Lewis, because I designed to go to see lord Oxford,
and so I told the dog; but he never came, though I staid
an hour longer than I appointed; so I went in my old
gown, and sat with him two hours, but could not talk
over some business I had with him; so he has desired me
to dine with him on Sunday, and I must disappoint the
secretary. My lord set me down at a Coffee-house, where
I waited for the dean of Carlisle's3 chariot to bring me to
Chelsea; for it has rained prodigiously all this afternoon.
The dean did not come himself, but sent me his chariot,
which has cost me two shillings to the coachman; and so
I am got home, and Lord knows what is become of Patrick.
I think I must send him over to you; for he is an intolerable
rascal.   If I had come without a gown, he would have
served me so, though my life and preferment should have
lain upon it: and I am making a livery for him will cost
me four pounds; but I will order the taylor to-morrow to
stop till further orders.  My lord Oxford can't yet abide
to be called My lord; and when I called him My lord, he
county of Hereford, and Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, an extra-
ordinarily worded and audacious title, for there was no descent from either
the De Veres or the Mortimers. See Collins's Peerage ofEnglavJ, iv. 37 ff.;
G. E. C., Complete Peerage.                                                   ^
2 The Lord Treasurer's staff. On the dismissal of Godolphin the office
had been placed in commission.                 3 Atterbuiy. See p. 152 n.41
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